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things especially tend to make men unequal, because any
social burdens bear more heavily on the weak than on
the strong, and so make the weak weaker and the strong
stronger. Therefore expansion and imperialism are a
grand onslaught on democracy.
The point which I have tried to make in this lecture is
that expansion and imperialism are at war with the best
traditions, principles, and interests of the American people,
and that they will plunge us into a network of difficult
problems and political perils, which we might have
avoided, while they offer us no corresponding advantage
in return.
Of course "principles,5* phrases, and catch-words are
always invented to bolster up any policy which anybody
wants to recommend.   So in this case.   The people who
have led us on to shut ourselves in, and who now want
us to break out, warn us against the terrors of "isola-
tion."    Our ancestors all came here to isolate themselves
from the social burdens and inherited errors of the old
world.   When the others are all over ears in trouble,
who would not be isolated in freedom from care?   When
the others are crushed under the burden of militarism,
who would not be isolated in peace and industry?   When
the others are all struggling under debt and taxes, who
would not be isolated in the enjoyment of his own earn-
ings for the benefit of his own family?   When the rest
are aU in a quiver of anxiety, lest at a day's notice they
may be involved in a social cataclysm, who would not
be isolated out of reach of the disaster?   What we are
doing is that we are abandoning this blessed isolafaon to
run after a share in the trouble.
The expansionists answer our remonstrances on befcatt
of the great American principles by saying that times
have changed and that we have outlived the fathers ot